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WFEE Donates Additional $100,000 to Winchester Schools
Technology Initiative a Success!
Elementary classrooms across Winchester will look different this fall as teachers put their new laptop computers to work.  Thanks to a grant of $100,000 from the Winchester Foundation for Educational Excellence, school administrators will purchase computers for teachers in grades 1 through 5 and also for a significant number of special education instructors.  McCall Middle School will receive 8 LCD projectors and 2 interactive white boards; scanners donated to Winchester High School will continue WFEE’s support of the wireless environment. 

“We are grateful and appreciative of the community’s continued support,” said Superintendent William McAlduff.  “With these purchases, teachers will have the technology to enhance the learning experience for all students.”  Public funding for technology at Winchester schools has been minimal for the last five years as the district has struggled with increasing enrollment and tight budgets.  District administrators adopted a strategy designed to keep classroom sizes as small as possible, leaving little money for technology upgrades. “You have to invest in technology or our students will fall behind,” said WFEE Board President Nick D’Angelo.  “With our purchase of lap top computers for McCall teachers last year and now this expansion of technology into the elementary schools I think Winchester is in a good position to maintain excellence in our classrooms.  The private donations that are currently funding technology are providing a strong bridge to the future. We look forward to increased public dollars to continue the integration of technology into the classroom. ”  
“The intention of the laptops in the classroom is to give teachers the tools they need to support teaching and learning both in and out of the classroom,” said Education Technology Director Annamaria Schrimpf.  Teachers at Ambrose Elementary have used laptops during the past year and agree it has made a huge difference in learning. 5th grade teacher Annemarie Ring loves the flexibility that current technology offers. “It really unlocks the possibilities for many students, allowing us to differentiate instruction to meet each child’s needs.” 
“The exceptional generosity of the Winchester community has made this a great year for the schools,“ said D’Angelo.  “In May, WFEE was able to give $107,000 in grants for the coming school year.  The success of our spring fundraiser, the Celebration of Education, plus other donations made this gift of an additional $100,000 possible. We are blessed to live in a community that values education so highly.”
To learn more about WFEE please visit our website, www.wfee.org .  
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